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Air pollution (indoor and outdoor) ranks as 
the biggest threat to both human health 


and the environment. 
¢ 


Reducing this pollution should, therefore, be 
at the top of the global agenda, as well as 
national agendas. (See page 10) 








Orange County Pays $6 Million to 
Children of Workers Who Said Building 
Caused Illnesses, Birth Defects 


Orange County (California) has agreed to pay $6 million 
to the children of employees who alleged that toxic 
chemicals in their workplace gave them autoimmune 
illnesses and caused birth defects. 


The county, which revealed the settlement figure last 
week upon the Register’s request, has repeatedly denied 
that the Social Services Agency building, at 840 N. 
Eckhoff Street in Orange, was to blame for the ailments 
of workers and their children. It has pointed to 
environmental tests that found the building is safe to 
occupy and has used those evaluations to support 
continued use of the office. 


Despite that stance, county spokeswoman Jean Pasco 
said Orange County settled the 2010 lawsuit “because of 
uncertainties with the outcome of a jury trial and the 
impact of a state law that allows any party found to be 
just 1 percent at fault to pay an entire economic damage 
award.” 


In the lawsuit, Susan Kirk alleged that working in the 
windowless, unventilated “red room” in the Eckhoff 
building when she was pregnant with her son Gavin 
caused him to be born in 2002 with “structural brain 
abnormalities, severe developmental delay, epilepsy 
with daily seizures, restrictive lung disease” and other 
afflictions. 


Employees who worked in the building also said they 
suffered autoimmune disorders such as lupus, eye pain, 
miscarriages, hair falling out in clumps, erratic blood 


cell counts and depression. 


..continued on page 2 
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Orange County Pays $6 Million to Children 
of Workers Who Said Building Caused 
lIInesses, Birth Defects 


..continued from page 1 


Pasco said the settlement was paid only on behalf of 
employees’ children and that all the adult employees in 
the case had withdrawn their lawsuits. 


The county leased the building in 1993 and began 
occupying it shortly after, according to Pasco. Before that, 
the land was occupied by a company that manufactured 
oil-rig drilling equipment, according to the lawsuit. 
Plaintiffs alleged that the company left toxic chemicals in 
the soil. 


In 2012, three years after the county purchased the 
building, tests of soil samples from beneath the building 
revealed levels of the chemical perchloroethylene that 
exceeded state guidelines but were within parameters 
from the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency. The EPA 
has found perchloroethylene to be a “likely human 
carcinogen” that can be hazardous to the nervous and 
immune systems, to the kidney and liver, and to 
reproduction and development. 


Subsequent air-quality tests found the chemical was 
below state workplace limits and that all parts of the 
building were safe to occupy. 


“Extensive testing of the soil and air in and around the 
Eckhoff facility ... concluded that the building is safe and 
could be occupied by employees for regular use without 
restrictions,’ Pasco wrote in a prepared statement 
released in August, when county supervisors voted to 
allow its lawyers to settle the case. 


In 2013, an Imperial County health officer hired by 
Orange County to review the plaintiffs’ complaints said 
their illnesses were not associated with the chemical 
perchloroethylene. That review was conducted after the 
county asked Social Service Agency workers to move back 
to the same “red room” portion of the Eckhoff building 
near where the plaintiffs worked. The area had remained 
vacant since the Orange County Employees Association 
pulled its workers a few years prior. 





Orange County Pays $6 Million to Children 
of Workers Who Said Building Caused 
IIInesses, Birth Defects (continued) 


The “red room” is now used for storage. The rest of the 
building is used by the Social Services Agency and the 
Sheriff's Department communications division. 


OCEA General Manager Jennifer Muir Beuthin said 
despite the county’s air tests, she thinks the room caused 
the workers’ health problems. 


“We absolutely believe that the plaintiffs in the case 
suffered while working in the red room,” Muir Beuthin 
said. “I don’t think you could have that concentration 
working in the same place with rare diseases (without it 
being caused by the workplace). 


“| know there are a number of other employees who 
worked in that area at the time who also have 
experienced some issues related to their employment 
there and who also have filed claims against the county,” 
Muir Beuthin said. 


Pasco said in August that county employees had been 
informed of the settlement and were encouraged to 
share concerns. She said the county will conduct air- 
quality tests in the building and inform employees of the 
results. 


Click here to read the article. 
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Researchers Reveal Why Cigarettes 
Damage Organs in the Body 


Researchers have sought to understand why smoking 
increases the risk of developing cancer in parts of the 
body that don’t come into direct contact with smoke. 


The study, by the Wellcome Trust Sanger Institute, 
provides a direct link between the number of cigarettes 
smoked in a lifetime and the number of mutations in 
the tumour DNA. 


The highest mutation rates were seen in the lung 
cancers but tumours in other parts of the body also 
contained these smoking-associated mutations, 
explaining how smoking causes many types of human 
cancer. 


Tobacco smoking is responsible for the deaths of at 
least six million people every year and, if current trends 
continue, the World Health Organisation predicts more 
than 1 billion tobacco-related deaths this century. 


Smoking has been associated with at least 17 types of 
human cancer, but until now no-one has seen how 
smoking causes many of these cancer types. 


Dr. Ludmil Alexandrov, first author from Los Alamos 
National Laboratory, said: “Before now, we had a large 
body of epidemiological evidence linking smoking with 
cancer, but now we can actually observe and quantify 
the molecular changes in the DNA due to cigarette 
smoking. 


“With this study, we have found that people who 
smoke a pack a day develop an average of 150 extra 
mutations in their lungs every year, which explains 
why smokers have such a higher risk of developing 
lung cancer.” 


Other organs were also affected, with the study 
showing that a pack a day led to an estimated average 
97 mutations in each cell in the larynx, 39 mutations 
for the pharynx, 23 mutations for mouth, 18 mutations 
for bladder, and six mutations in every cell of the liver 
each year. 


Click here to read the article. 
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1,500 Complaints of Mould and Damp 
(Ireland) 


Unhealthy levels of damp, mould and condensation in 
local authority housing across Dublin should not be 
blamed on tenants, a new report has claimed. The report 
shows that living conditions within and around many local 
authority housing units “do not meet normal acceptable 
levels.” According to the report, almost 1,500 complaints 
of damp and mould were made by tenants of Dublin City 
Council between 2014 and 2015. 


An examination of conditions in Tyrone Place, Inchicore 
showed that 64% of tenants struggled to keep their home 
warm, 62% had issues with damp and condensation and 
over half had mould in their homes. In those homes with 
mould, 75% of tenants had serious respiratory problems. 


Similar results came from a complex in Bluebell, where 
over 90% of tenants said they had issues with damp and 
75% said they had continuous health problems including 
colds, chest infections and asthma. 


“The evidence that building defects are causing 
dangerous damp, mould and condensation shows that 
the real source of a problem that has been blamed for 
years on tenant activity actually lies within the walls of 
the sick buildings,” said Cecilia Forrestal of CAN. “We are 
asking local authorities to address the real structural 
issues at the heart of a problem that is causing people to 
be very sick.” 


Click here to read the article. 
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Tiny House Dream Becomes a Reality 


(for mold-injured, chemically sensitive man) 


Alex Weber-Brader’s dream of a tiny house is taking 
Shape. He is building a tiny house in northeast Olympia, 
Washington. 


Construction on the 200-square-foot structure began in 
late September. The walls are up, the windows are 
sealed and the nearly 14-foot tall building has been 
dried-in, or weather-proofed, as much as possible. 


“It’s pretty spacious,” said Weber-Brader, 23, of 
Olympia. 


Last spring, the 2011 Olympia High School graduate and 
former high school basketball star reached out to the 
public for support. A story about how he raised about 
$8,500 through a gofundme.com campaign for 
construction materials was featured in The Olympian on 
June 1. The publicity helped inspire more donations. So 
far, about $10,800 has been given to the effort. 


Two years ago, Weber-Brader had to give up his 
favorite sport — and leave college early — due toa 
battle with Lyme disease, multiple infections and 
complications from severe mold allergies and chemical 
sensitivities. 


Weber-Brader said he participates in several types of 
therapy through Hirsch Center for Integrative Medicine 
in Olympia. He believes a tiny house will give him a safe 
place to live free of toxic chemicals and mold. 


In dealing with his health problems, Weber-Brader said 
he thinks he’s made progress in recent months “with 
some ups and downs.” 


“It’s good to get excited about the future, but also 
realize that I’ve come a long way already,” he said. 


One of the biggest challenges of the construction 
project has been keeping the structure dry, said his 
stepdad Kirk Trowbridge. 


“Whenever it rained, it was almost impossible to do any 
work because we were worried about mold getting 
Started,” he said. 
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Tiny House Dream Becomes a Reality 
(continued) 


“| think we’ve found a good balance with the tarps, and 
the fans and dehumidifiers to keep it dry,” Weber-Brader 
Said. 


For now, construction has temporarily stalled due to the 
wet weather and a slowdown in funding. Weber-Brader 
continues to take donations through his gofundme.org 
Campaign. 


Besides private donations, Trowbridge said Weber- 
Brader’s project has been supported through volunteer 
labor, free expert advice and discounts on materials and 
supplies. 


“Lots of hands have been involved,” he said. 


Michelle Weber said she’s proud of her son for tackling 
such a complicated project. 


“He’s learned a lot about building,” she said. 

The tiny house has given him a big sense of purpose, and 
that seems to be helping in what’s expected to be a long, 
slow recovery. 

“| think it’s been great to have a goal, a vision — you 
know, hope — for his future,” Weber said. “That he can 


have a home that he can live in.” 


Click here to read the article. 
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Kids Kept Waiting for Cleaner 
Classroom Air (Shanghai) 


Almost an entire year has passed since Shanghai’s 
education authority announced it would investigate 
the possibility of equipping the city’s public schools 
with air-purification equipment. Yet the city’s parents 
still await a decision. 


Anxiety is growing as reports of northern Chinese cities 
covered in a thick layer of smog flood the news, classes 
are suspended across the country, and the smog is 
now heading south. Since Thursday afternoon, 
Shanghai has suffered high pollution levels, with the 
city’s meteorological bureau advising people to avoid 
outdoor activity. 


In December 2015, a nongovernmental organization 
called Blue Sky for Children proposed that the 
Shanghai education commission allow the city’s public 
primary schools and kindergartens to install air- 
purification equipment in classrooms. 


While the organization received no direct response, 
the commission held a press conference later that 
same month saying a feasibility study had been 
initiated, with cooperation from the urban-planning, 
construction, quality-supervision, health, and disease- 
control departments. 


Zhang Lingling, founder of Blue Sky for Children, is 
tired of waiting. “Winter is the best time of year to 
make a concerted effort to push the authorities for an 
answer, Zhang said. “Otherwise, we have to wait 
another year. During that time, the authorities and 
parents will lose passion for pushing forward, 
especially once the air improves after winter is over.” 


Furthermore, Zhang and her team feel their requests 
are entirely reasonable. “We are not asking the 
education commission or the schools to finance the 
purchase of the equipment,” she told Sixth Tone. “We 
know that’s too much to ask for. At the present stage, 
we simply hope that they allow this equipment to be 
brought into classrooms.” 


The Shanghai Municipal Education Commission 
responded to Sixth Tone on Thursday night, saying that 
the feasibility study is still underway. 





Kids Kept Waiting for Cleaner Classroom 
Air (Shanghai)—continued 


“We are still evaluating issues like energy consumption, 
electrical safety, and maintenance requirements. Also, 
we're analyzing the connections between the application 
of air purifiers and the prevention and control of 
respiratory diseases,” said the commission in an email. 


The problem is not one of resources, but rather of 
consent, Zhang explained. Parents are happy to donate 
money to pay for air purifiers that will filter the air in 
classrooms to reduce pollutants to a healthy level. The 
obstacle lies with school administrators, who often 
refuse donations from parents without official 
permission from local authorities to install new 
equipment. 


Chen Li, the mother of a 5-year-old boy who attends a 
public kindergarten in Shanghai's Changning District, said 
that the parents of more than 20 kids in the class agreed 
to purchase an air purifier together at the beginning of 
2016. But when they presented the plan to the 
kindergarten, it was immediately rejected, and the 
parents were not given reasonable explanations. 


“They simply said there’s no policy allowing this,” said 
Chen. “That’s a very annoying excuse, and their attitude 
makes us wonder if they really care about the health of 
our children.” 


Chen’s case is not unique. In Shanghai, there have been 
several instances of parents gifting air purifiers to their 
children’s classrooms — but most offers have been 
turned down, with schools citing concerns over issues 
such as electrical safety or unintended health 
consequences. 


Click here to read the article. 
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Hundreds of Asbestos-Hit Derbyshire 
Schools Cost Council £400,000 (U.K.) 


Hundreds of Derbyshire schools containing asbestos 
have cost a council more than £400,000 in 
compensation. And, with outstanding claims still to be 
dealt with, the cost to Derbyshire County Council could 
increase. 


A freedom of information request posted on the 
council's website showed the statistics, with hundreds 
of Derbyshire schools listed containing asbestos. 


Derbyshire Asbestos Support Team, a charity that 
helps people who have been affected by exposure to 
asbestos, said asbestos in schools was a growing issue 
in the cause of mesothelioma and asbestosis. 
Coordinator Joanne Gordon said: "It's a shocking 
amount of money to be paid out but it's the right 
thing to happen.” 


The freedom of information request revealed a list of 
more than 200 Derbyshire schools where asbestos was 
present in buildings. Ms. Gordon said this was not 
surprising as asbestos was used in building insulation 
until 2000. The council said it had faced seven claims 
from school staff and ex-pupils, though it did not give 
exact details of claimants. 


The council's response said: "Of the seven pursued, 
three are now closed (two successful) and four are still 
open.” 


"Of the three closed cases, total damages were 
£131,897.53. Of the four open cases, damages paid 
were £269,019." 


Derbyshire Asbestos Support Team has launched a 
new function on its website that informs people of the 
places where asbestos might be found in school 
buildings. Ms. Gordon said: "Teachers working in 
schools should check the asbestos register and find out 
where their asbestos is and what condition it's in, so 
they can then be aware if that condition deteriorates. 


Ms. Gordon said asbestos could be found in the walls 
and roof tiles. 


Click here to read the article. 
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Paterson Schools Mishandled 
Asbestos, Mold Removal (New Jersey) 


The former environmental occupational health and 
safety officer for the Paterson Public Schools claims the 
state-operated district improperly handled asbestos and 
mold removal at a number schools buildings in a lawsuit 
filed in New Jersey Superior Court. 


Brenda Zemo, who worked at the district over the past 
eight years, alleges the district and its facilities director 
failed to abide by federal and state regulations while 
handling asbestos and mold removal. 


Zemo alleges Steve Morlino ordered the improper 
removal of asbestos laden flooring from a School 12 
classroom that was closed for more than a year following 
a fire. She claims the director ordered district carpenters 
to cut the flooring which had multiple layers, one of 
which tested positive for asbestos, in large sheets. 


She told the director in a meeting in August 2014 the 
removal required individuals licensed in asbestos removal 
and the material had to be properly disposed at a 
registered landfill. She told him the district did not have 
licensed employees to perform the work and that the 
schools did not have the respirators needed to handle the 
task. Morlino proceeded with his plan. 


She alleges district maintenance staff handled mold 
removal at School 25, School 24, School 10, School 4, 
Boris Kroll, and School 30. 


Zemo pointed to US Environmental Protection Agency 
(EPA) guidelines for mold abatement. Her lawsuit states 
the removal was done without adherence to the EPA 
guidelines. 


Click here to read the article. 
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Hospital Prescribes Fresh Food from 
Its Own Organic Farm (Pennsylvania) 


Five years ago, when Lankenau Medical Center was 
confronted with evidence that it was serving the 
unhealthiest county in Pennsylvania, the hospital 
decided to embrace the findings with an unconventional 
approach: building a half-acre organic farm on its 
campus to provide fresh produce to patients. 


The teaching and research hospital just outside 
Philadelphia was in the midst of its own patient health 
needs assessment in 2011 when the Robert Wood 
Johnson Foundation released findings about health 
outcomes in Pennsylvania counties. Lankenau is officially 
located within Montgomery County, one of the state's 
healthiest, taking into account factors including obesity 
rates and access to reliable sources of food. But the 
Campus is adjacent to and receives many patients from 
Philadelphia County, ranked the least healthy of all 67 
counties. 


"That was really telling because it showed that we were 
serving a really diverse patient population," said Chinwe 
Onyekere, associate administrator at Lankenau, of the 
study's revelations. The findings showed that the 
hospital's patients had widely varying access to healthy 
food and nutritional knowledge. 


With more than 1.5 million people, Philadelphia is one of 
the largest cities in the country and consistently named 
one of the unhealthiest. In 2010, 32 percent of its adults 
and about 25 percent of its children were obese. The 
same year, 13 percent of the city's adults had diabetes, 
and Philadelphia County ranked highest among the 
country's largest counties for chronic illnesses like 
cardiovascular disease and hypertension. 


Across the nation, about half of Americans are 
estimated to have some kind of chronic disease 
stemming from health risks including lack of exercise, 
obesity, smoking and unhealthy eating. Treatment for 
these illnesses, which include asthma, heart disease or 
diabetes, has accounted for more than 75 percent of 
hospital admissions and physician visits in recent years. 


This has caused some hospitals to look for ways to 
address health needs before a patient's condition has 
deteriorated so much that a hospital visit is necessary. 


We're beginning to move from the patient outward 
to look more at the neighborhood and the larger 
environment in which that patient lives. 





Hospital Prescribes Fresh Food from Its Own 
Organic Farm (Pennsylvania)--continued 


At Lankenau, that meant providing its patients with a 
source of healthy food. 


Because the doctors, nurses and other staff were not 
farming experts, the hospital paired with Greener 
Partners, a nonprofit advocate for local food systems in 
Pennsylvania, to build and maintain what would 
become the Deaver Wellness Farm. Onyekere, who 
heads community needs programs for the hospital, 
oversees the project. 


Since the farm's launch in 2015, it has provided more 
than 4,000 pounds of organic food to hospital patients 
at no cost. The produce is used for educational 
demonstrations and served in the hospital cafeteria. 


While patients wait for appointments, medical 
assistants bring in fresh kale, broccoli, tomatoes, 
eggplant, arugula and other produce for them to select. 
The hospital also provides recipes, and, during an 
appointment, physicians use the produce to show how a 
patient can make healthier lifestyle choices. 


If America is to confront its growing chronic health 
epidemic, that integration is key, and, as these 
hospitals show, is already happening. "We're 
beginning to move from the patient outward to look 
more at the neighborhood and the larger environment 
in which that patient lives," Harris said. 


Click here to read the article. 
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Board of Education Must Pay Whistleblower 
$1.88 Million (New Jersey) 


A state court in Essex County has awarded a former 
middle school band director $1.88 million in damages for 
claims against the Millburn Board of Education following 
her work in a moldy room referred to in court papers as 
the "Brass Cave." 


Superior Court Judge Christine Farrington on April 18 
found in favor of Mary Jean Alsina's 2013 claims of 
malfeasance, intentional infliction of emotional distress 
and Worker's Compensation discrimination following her 
complaints starting in 2012 about the classroom's air 
quality. 


The 57-page decision orders the district to pay Alsina 
$1.63 million in lost wages, $150,000 for her lung disease 
acquired as a result of working in the room, $50,000 in 
punitive damages and another $50,000 for past emotional 
distress. The judge also ordered the school district to pay 
Alsina's attorney and expert fees, the amounts of which 
have yet to be calculated. 


"It's a vindication for my client, who to her own 
detriment, reached out and continued to complain 
despite adverse consequences,’ Alsina's attorney, Gina 
Mendola Longarzo, told The Item. "It's because she was 
concerned for her students." 


Alsina became ill and was subsequently diagnosed with 
adult-onset asthma after a month of working in the mold- 
infested middle school band room, according to the 
decision. 


The school district refused to accommodate Alsina with a 
full-time assignment outside of the band room and 
retaliated against her when she tested the room for 
mold then brought her findings to the attention of school 
district administrators and, later, parents, the court 
document said. 


In 2011, the district assigned Alsina to work in room 102, 
aka the Brass Cave, which had a "damp and musty 
smell," the decision stated. 


Photos provided to the court "show water damage, 
seepage and rust discoloration on walls," the judge 
wrote. 
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Board of Education Must Pay Whistleblower 
$1.88 Million (cont’d) 


The photos also detail garbage cans collecting water 
dripping from ceilings, stained ceiling tiles with black 
areas, dirty and corroded air vents, "areas of 
irregularly shaped spots of black, mold-like substance 
of walls and floors and paint peeling from brick," the 
judge wrote. 


"After a month of teaching in the room, (the) plaintiff 
began to be ill on a regular basis and suddenly began 
to suffer from recurring headaches, body aches, joint 
pain, chest pain, wheezing, shortness of breath, sinus 
infections and persistent coughing for which she 
sought treatment from a pulmonologist in February 
2012," the decision said. 


In March of 2012, Alsina reported the mold to her 
supervisor, district Director of Music John Leahey, 
according to the decision. She also told building 
administrators and spoke with fellow teachers about 
the matter, the judge said. 


In April 2012, the Board of Education positively 
tested the area for mold, then had janitors clean it 
with chlorine and remove some of the stained ceiling 
tiles, the decision stated. 


Not feeling the district's response was adequate, 
Alsina reported the matter to state Department of 
Health's Public Employees Occupational Safety and 
Health Program (PEOSH) later that month, according 
to the decision. 


As a result of her illness and whistle-blowing 
activities, Alsina claimed, district officials forced her 
to work a reduced schedule under which she was 


paid less and lost her health benefits. 


Click here to read the article. 
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Health Concerns Grow in Broward 
County Courthouse (Florida) 


Rashes. Hives. Coughs that won't go away. Migraine 
headaches. Itchy eyes. Sore throats. Nosebleeds. Cancer. 


In dozens of emails to county hall, 120 employees, 
some of them judges, many of them prosecutors, 
described health problems they said appear or worsen 
when they're at work. They've complained of black 
dust on their desks, black debris coming from air vents, 
signs warning of the presence of asbestos, flooded 
carpets that were not replaced, and uncomfortably 
cold temperatures used to stave off mold growth. 


Reacting to the outcry, the county is working to move 29 
of the sickest State Attorney's Office employees, plus 
three who are pregnant, into private office space across 
the street. That doesn't sit well with those being left 
behind. 


"Thirty people are being moved out of here and you're 
telling us we should wait till we're sick to let you know to 
be moved out. That's nuts! You're on notice!,"’ Broward 
Circuit Judge Marc Gold said at a meeting. 


When a judge on the ninth floor, Circuit Judge Cheryl 
Aleman, died in 2011 of an aggressive form of lung 
cancer, the courthouse was abuzz about what caused it. 
The county ripped her courtroom out and rebuilt it. Air 
quality tests turned up asbestos, bacterial mold, toxins 
and fungi. 


"Yesterday, my young, bright full of life clerk passed 
away on her 28th Birthday, yes 28, from stomach 
cancer, wrote Judge Phillips, wondering whether there 
was a connection. 


At a recent County Commission meeting, a prosecutor 
said his wife, Linda Berman, also a prosecutor, has 
breast cancer. Seven people who worked in the juvenile 
unit where she worked got cancer, and three died. 


Bogen, an attorney, said county officials let the problems 
linger for years, and he told courthouse employees 
Thursday that he won't stop until they're held 
accountable. 


Click here to read the article. 
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National Research Council Plans for More 
Flooded Basements in the Future (Canada) 


The National Research Council expects your home will 
likely flood more often and more severely in the future, 
so they’re drafting new building standards to ease the 
blow. 


The council is soliciting bids to help create new 
building standards for basements that better adapt to 
climate change. 


“We’re getting more extreme rain more extreme snow, 
higher winds,” said Philip Rizcallah, the NRC’s director 
of construction research and development. 


He said the new standards could include measures to 
make homes more water tight along with other 
measure that recognize the new reality. 


"The type of insulation you use might be less 
susceptible to mould growth so when it does get wet it 
doesn’t mould, ” as an example, he said. 


The NRC has a lengthy process to develop new building 
codes, but once the changes are made they tend to 


filter into provincial codes across the country. 


“We have seen a 20-fold increase in flooding damage 
over the last 20 years,” he said. 


He said those have come in big events like the Calgary 
floods, as well as smaller ones like in Kanata in 2009 


and 2014. 


Click here to read the article. 
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Air Pollution is Top Killer Globally 
and Major Cause of Climate Change 


New research is showing that air pollution is a powerful 
silent killer, causing 6.5 million worldwide deaths, as 
well as being the major cause of climate change. 


Air pollution has emerged as a leading cause of deaths 
and serious ailments in the world. Emissions that cause 
air pollution and are greenhouse gases are also the 
main factor causing climate change. 


Therefore, drastically reducing air pollution should now 
be treated as a top priority. 


Recent research shows that air pollution is the No. 1 
environmental cause of human deaths and kills more 
people annually worldwide than road accidents, 
violence, fires and wars combined. 


This “silent killer” is not as dramatic or visible as car 
crashes, murders, terrorist attacks or natural disasters, 
but it is, nevertheless, even more dangerous, as it 
contaminates vital organs, causing serious diseases and 
deaths to many millions of people. 


In its latest estimate in September 2016, the WHO has 
explained that there were 6.5 million deaths from 
outdoor and indoor air pollution combined in 2012. 
Besides its threat to human lives and health, air 
pollution is also the major cause of climate change, as it 
is linked to much of the greenhouse-gas emissions. 


At the current rate of global emissions, and even at 
rates reduced by the Paris Agreement commitments, 
global warming will far exceed this limit, and, thus, the 
world faces potentially catastrophic effects to the 
global environment, food supplies and, also, human 
health. 


Air pollution ranks as the biggest threat to both 
human health and the environment. Reducing this 
pollution should, therefore, be at the top of the 
global agenda, as well as national agendas. 


Click here to read the article. 
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Pupils Protest Poor Indoor Air 
Quality in Kuopio Schools (Finland) 


Primary school students and their parents marched out 
of the Riistavesi and Melalahti schools in Kuopio on 
Friday, chanting that the city must build them new 
school buildings. The reason behind the demos is that 
students and teachers alike are suffering from the 
below-standard indoor air quality. 


The primary Riistavesi school and the secondary 
Melalahti school share the same problem, and children 
are now voicing their discontent. About 120 children 
protested at the Melalahti school, while half of the 100- 
strong primary school pupils at Riistavesi picketed with 
signs. 


Families report that the poor indoor air quality has 
created real health problems. Mother of five Virpi 
Lappalainen lists coughing, headaches, skin conditions, 
labored breathing, fatigue and runny noses as 
symptoms that have increased while her children have 
attended the schools. 


Click here to read the article. 


Quick Links: 
Website: https://www.globalindoorhealthnetwork.com 


Health Effects: 
https://www.globalindoorhealthnetwork.com/health- 
effects 


Position Statement: 
https://www.globalindoorhealthnetwork.com/GIHN- 
position-statement 
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